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RECOGNIZING WILLIAM ST.
GEMME, ALL AMERICAN COM-
MANDER

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 17, 2013

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize William St. Gemme, Commander of
Springfield, Missouri’s Veterans of Foreign
Wars (VFW) Post 3404, to whom the VFW
has given All American status as a Post Com-
mander.

William was drafted into the United States
Army in November of 1967. He served in a
number of locations, including Vietnam, as a
Captain in the Medical Service Corps and was
honorably discharged in October of 1971. Wil-
liam joined the VFW Post 3404 in 2005 and
was named Commander in October of 2011.

The title of All American Commander is the
most prestigious honor given by the VFW. Out
of more than 7,200 VFW Posts, only 204 VFW
Post Commanders have been selected world-
wide as an All American Commander. This
honor is based on outstanding achievements
in membership growth and participation in
other VFW programs that benefit veterans and
their communities.

Post 3404 and the Ladies Auxiliary of
Springfield, Missouri also received the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars National Outstanding
Community Service Post Award. There were
only 68 recipients of this award. These Posts
are remarkable examples of nearly 12 million
hours of community service throughout the
U.S. valued at over $263 million performed by
VFW volunteers last year.

| am honored to recognize William’s
achievements as Post Commander of VFW
Post 3404.

———

DANIEL DEMELFI, UNICO
HAZLETON CHAPTER

HON. LOU BARLETTA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 17, 2013

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Daniel DeMelfi, the outgoing president of the
UNICO Hazleton, Pennsylvania Chapter.

Mr. DeMelfi has served as the president of
the UNICO Hazleton Chapter since 2010 and
has held positions as a core committee mem-
ber and entertainment co—chair for UNICO’s
Bell'ltalia Festival. UNICO is the largest Italian
American organization in the United States.
Members seek to improve their communities
by providing assistance to area and national
charities through fundraisers and donations.
Additionally, they strive to honor and educate
others about their Italian culture and ethnic
heritage.

Mr. DeMelfi’'s commitment to the community
does not end with his service to UNICO. He
serves as the founder and former president of
the Hazleton Area Landlords’ Organization, a
core committee member for the Sounds of the
Season Concert, and lector and piano accom-
panist for the Most Precious Blood Roman
Catholic Church. Additionally, he is a board
member for both the Hazleton Silent Santa or-
ganization and the Wiltsie Performing Arts
Center.
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Mr. Speaker, for his dedicated service to
both his Italian heritage and our community, |
commend Daniel DeMelfi, outgoing president
of the UNICO Hazleton, Pennsylvania Chap-
ter.

———————

IN MEMORIAM OF BSTAFF SER-
GEANT ROBERT E. THOMAS, JR.

HON. GLORIA NEGRETE McLEOD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 17, 2013

Mrs. NEGRETE MCLEOD. Mr. Speaker, the
nation mourns the passing of Staff Sergeant
Robert E. Thomas, Jr., age 24, who died last
Friday at Brooke Army Medical Center in San
Antonio, Texas, for injuries sustained while
serving in Kandahar Province, Afghanistan.

A native of Fontana, California, Sergeant
Thomas was stationed with the 1st battalion of
the 36th Infantry Regiment, 1st armored divi-
sion in Fort Bliss, Texas. He is survived by his
wife, Kristina and daughter, Hailey, as well as
his father and mother.

| send my condolences to the family,
friends, and all those who knew and loved
Staff Sergeant Thomas. We honor his love of
country and his dedicated service to our na-
tion.

CONSTITUTION WEEK

HON. JOHN FLEMING

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 17, 2013

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
offer my thanks to the Louisiana Society
Daughters of the American Revolution for their
efforts to promote Constitution Week, Sep-
tember 17-23. The women of the Louisiana
Society Daughters of the American Revolution
have dedicated themselves to promoting a
better understanding of the Constitution since
1895, and | commend them for their continued
contributions.

The Constitution of the United States of
America sets us apart from every government
that had come before. We are a nation of
laws, not men. Our Constitution has survived
the test of time in embodying and protecting
that fundamental principle. Further, the Con-
stitution guarantees our freedom of speech,
religion, our right to bear arms and protects us
from the government itself. Our Founding Fa-
thers well understood the need to limit the
power of any one branch of government
through checks and balances.

We owe the Daughters of the American
Revolution a debt of gratitude for their efforts
to promote the study of and reflection upon
this critical document, as only an informed
public can protect its own rights.

When | was sworn in as a Member of Con-
gress, | took an oath to support and defend
the Constitution. The principles found in our
Constitution have propelled our country to be
a “shining city on a hill.” | believe our nation’s
greatness can be renewed by returning to our
founding ideals.

September 17, 2013
INDIA’S MISSING GIRLS

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 17, 2013

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, a
hearing that my subcommittee held last week
examined the problem of “India’s Missing
Girls.” While for most of us today our attention
was drawn to the unfolding crisis in Syria—I
was on C-SPAN’s Washington Journal Pro-
gram call-in program and introduced a resolu-
tion calling for establishing a Syrian War
Crimes Tribunal—other atrocities continue
unabated around the world. We cannot ignore
these atrocities, among the most egregious of
which is violation of the human rights of the
girl child and women in India.

Women in India are confronted with a
compounding crisis. By most estimates, there
are tens of millions of women missing in India
due to the devaluing of female life beginning
in the womb.

Sex-selective abortion and female infan-
ticide have led to lopsided sex ratios. In parts
of India, for example, 126 boys are born for
every 100 girls. This in turn leads to a short-
age of marriageable women, which then leads
to trafficking in persons, bride selling and
prostitution.

Perhaps the best figures we have con-
cerning the magnitude of the problem come
from India’s 2011 census figures, which find
that there are approximately 37 million more
men than women in India.

Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh has
addressed this issue head on, stating “the fall-
ing child sex ratio is an indictment of our so-
cial values. Improving this ratio is not merely
a question of stricter compliance with the ex-
isting laws. What is more important is how we
view and value the girl child in our society
. . . It is a national shame for us that despite
this, female feticide and infanticide continue in
many parts of our country.”

Even when they are not killed outright either
in the womb or just after birth, this bias
against girl children manifests itself in situa-
tions where family resources are limited and
little food is available, in boys being fed before
girls, leading to greater incidents of malnutri-
tion among girls and a mortality rate that is
75% higher for girls below age 5 than for
boys.

The desire for a male child can be so great
that there is a trend towards sex change oper-
ations for girls between ages 1 to 5, a process
known as “genitoplasty.” Each year, hundreds
of girls reportedly are pumped with hormones
and surgically altered to turn them into fac-
simile boys. India’s National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights has correctly stated
that this “highly unethical” procedure is a vio-
lation of children’s rights as well as a “perpet-
uation of the age old preferences for boys and
biases against the girl child.”

But the roots of the present problem lie not
only with cultural factors, but also misbegotten
policy decisions—including population control
policies that were hatched in the United
States—which have had a disproportionately
negative impact on India’s women.

We learned from our witnesses that this in-
cludes policies advanced by the United States
Agency for International Development, or
USAID, and funded by foundations such as
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